Airports Where They Ain’t: Qutdoor Life-Dec., 1945
Land your plane in a farmer’s field? If you follow Bob’s simple advice, it is never a

problem. He tackles the looming question of where sportsmen can land in wilderness
areas, far from regulation airports, with practical and logical answers. Never one to make
logical mean boring, Bob also throws in plenty of humor to add a large degree of

entertainment to his informative article.
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If you attend the 5th International
Tampico Tarpon Rodeo next March,
j You will find many contestants there
1 using PFLUEGER RECORD Spoons.
1 In this great annual event last March,

1 all 18 winners made their prize win- |

| uing catches with this popular lure,
There were 186 contestants, using
about every make of spoon and plug
known, but the prize winning fish hit
Pllueger Spoons.

When you look for winners in baits,
as in reels, look for the name
“PFLUEGER.”

THE ENTERPRISE MFG. €C0., Akron, Ohio
Bait ACTION That LURES—Reel ACTION that WINS
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(PRONOUNCED “FLEW-GIR)
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Sandy beaches along lokes and rivers make excellent landing strips

ILLUSTRATIONS BY STANLEY BATE

LNY sportsmen who have
thought about flying to their
favorite hunting grounds or
fishing streams at 100 miles

an hour are beginning to ask, “That
gounds fine, but where can I land? If
I have to leave the plane at the nearest
airport to where I want to go, I might
as well drive a car in the first place.”

There's more than a bit of truth to
this observation. Regulation airports
cost money and many small towns have
none. So the problem of where to land
looms as a discouraging factor to the
sportsman pilot unless, of course, there's
water near his destination and he has
an amphibian or pontoon ship. In that
case all he has to do is fiy down and
land. But in areas where there are no
sizable bodies of water, and for a lot of
fellows who will be flying conventional
landplanes, no such solution is at hand.

The boys who hunt in the Great
Plains of the West will get along fine
because much of that area is as flat as
a pool table. I know some Army pilots
who used to “roll their wheels” on the
ground every now and then just to re-
lieve the monotony of flying across that
section of the country.

One factor is already serving to

brighten the picture—government-built

30

airports and land-
ing strips. The
U. S. Forest Serv-
ice has built sev-
eral dozen of these
landing areas in
the most remote
wilderness, for use
in fire control, and
they are open to
sportsmen,  Since
the government
still plans fto
build many more
throughout the
country at a cost
of millions of dol-
lars, some of them
will undoubtedly
be close to places
you'd like to fish
or hunt.

Butlet's assume
the worst and fig-
ure out what can
be done if none of
these items is in
your favor. This

to use your own
ingenuity and
judgment in find-
ing a place to
land. Planes have
been and will be
landed in some mighty tight spots. A
lot depends upon the plane, the bhest
type being a slow-speed trainer. These
ships are not only a lot easier on your
pocketbook, but a lot easier to fly than
some of the winged shooting stars
which will soon be on the market.

If you mention “airports” to one of
the boys who were in battle areas flying
the light, two-place planes known as
“flying jeeps,” he'll probably laugh at
you. A road, a clearing, or any other
little opening was all he asked. He got
in and out of them—and so can you.
Dare-devil stuff? Far from it. Just
take the precaution of thoroughly look-
ing over the place on which you want
to land. Carefully consider such things
as wind direction, slope of the ground,
natural obstacles such as trees, and the
nature of the surface. Make allow-
ances for your particular plane and how
heavily it is loaded. And don’'t forget
to size up take-off possibilities, for safe
landings can often be made where a
take-off would be dangerous or impos-
sible.

Many of you will be flying to the
same places to which you formerly
drove hour after weary hour. Having
been there before, you'll know the loca-
tions of clearings, fields, and openings

: - 1 §

means you'll have

and have an idea of what the ground
surface is like. Frequently just the re-
moval of a few saplings, a couple of old
logs, or a rotten stump will make a
good landing strip out of an abandoned
field or clearing. From then on you
can return by plane with the knowledge
that you can set your plane down easily:
and safely.

Generally speaking the best places
for landings can be classified in this
order: farmers' fields, natural clearings _
in the woods, open pastures, roads, and
beaches beside bodies of water.

There may be a lot of difference be-
tween two fields which look alike from
the air, because slope.and tilt, small
gullies, and irregularities in the sur-
face do not show up well when you're
two thousand feet above the ground. In
farmers' fields, the type of crop alse
makes a big difference.

NY cultivated-row crop, such as
corn, potatoes, or peanuts, results
in a rough field. If you have to land
on one, land on the wheels instead of
on three points, and land and take off
parallel to the rows even though this
may be across the wind. I have tried
it both ways—into the wind and across
the rows, and crosswind parallel to the
rows, using both a loaded and an empty
cotton-duster plane. There is no com-
parison in the take-off time. Straight
along the rows is best, regardless of
the wind.

Pastures make excellent landing
fields, but take it easy if there is live-
stock in the field. The noise and strange-
ness of your plane may cause a minor
stampede, which can be particularly bad
for dairy cattle. This scariness is a
matter of habit, since sheep which
sometimes bolt at the mere shadow of
a plane flicking over the ground, at
other times act very umnconcerned and
sophisticated at sight of one. Sheep
were regularly grazed to keep down
the grass on a pasture airport I once
flew from in Texas, and the woollies
got so accustcmed to airplanes that
they wouldn't even raise their heads
as we took off a few feet from them,

When I was flying in the jungle re-
gions of South America with a division
of Pan American Airways, our airfields
became the best pastures in the jungle,
and the native stockowners saw to if
that the fences did not stay in repair.
As a result, we always had to buzz the
field once to chase off the Brahma cat-
tle, goats, and donkeys before circling -
around to land. Let me mention here
an inherent disadvantage of all pas-
tures—unless you have wheel pants or
fenders over the wheels you are likely
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to disecover a very objectionable type of
deposit on the undersides of your
plane’s wings.

The best type of field, next to a
smooth pasture, is a hay or grain field
which has recently been cut. The per-
formance of a plane on stubble is al-
most as good as on a turf airport. But
beware of fields with long, flexible
growth, such as hay. It may curl back
over the wheels, slowing the plane down
considerably and holding it to the
ground.

I once ran into this trouble to a lim-
ited extent when taking off from a
large field of knee-high corn. I was
alone in the plane and there was a good
head wind, but T used the entire length
of the field, paralleling the rows, before
breaking ground. A pilot of my ac-
guaintance once had power failure and
ducked into an old cotton field. The
dead stalks were hip-high and prevent-
ed take-off until he and a helper
dragged a wooden bar up and down the
field five or six times to crush down the
growth and permit him to gain take-
off speed.

When landing in farmers' fields use
discretion so as not to harm crops.
Landing on a pasture, cutover stubble
\or hay, or an old cornfield does no harm,

' but landing on partly grown or freshly
‘seeded crops may do some damage,
‘Also freshly seeded land is nearly al-
ways soft, I saw a forced landing on
such a field, and the pilot had to taxi
up and down the field ten or twelve
times in order to pack ruts hard enough
to take off from. Needless to say, he

iz
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By
ROB F.
SANDERSON

Always land and take off parallel to the furrows if you have come down on a field of this type

paid the farmer for the damage done.

For one reason or another, natural
clearings in the woods are found in al-
most all areas. I have seen these little
“parks” in Western mountain valleys
and in the piny woods sections of the
South, and friends tell me they occur
in the Northeast as well. Usually these
are well sodded and long enough for a
light plane. Sometimes they need a bit
of ax work on a few stray saplings but
on the whole they are quite clear, which
leads me to believe it is the nature of
the soil which causes them.

Roads have often been used in the
past as makeshift landing strips. Even
in backwoods areas, the little wheel
tracks usually have borders twenty feet

‘When landing in o pasture, look out for cattle. The noise of your plane may cause a stampede
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wide on each side side which are free
from any growth tall enough to brush
the wings, and a road ten feet wide is
ample for a wheel landing. Be on the
lookout for wires along roads. They
are hard to see from the air and some-
times can be detected only by the pres-
ence of poles. Posts or mail boxes too,
if they are close to the road, are defi-
nite hazards. Once you've landed on a
road it is an easy matter to lift the tail
and pull the plane into a clearing out
of the way,

Along lakes, oceans, and rivers there
are often wide beaches or bars on which
a plane can land easily. A factor to
watch here is the dampness of the soil,
as this controls the hardness of the sur-
face. Damp sand is usually hard-
packed, while dry sand is often too soft
for take-off. On the other hand, dry
mud is as hard as a race track, whereas
wet mud is worse than dry sand. A
word of warning about landing on salt-
water beaches—avoid them if possible,
since salt will corrode your airplane.
If you ever do have to sit down on one,
hose your ship off with fresh water
when you return.

N ALL situations, terrain slope and

wind conditions will determine where
and which way to land. Airplanes
whenever possible take off and land
into the wind, thus permitting these
maneuvers at slower ground speeds and
in less distance. Naturally planes take
off best downhill and land best uphill,
But winds are fickle and unreasoning.
Sometimes you will have to decide
whether to land downhill and into the
wind, or uphill and downwind. At other
times there is the problem of a down-
hill and downwind take-off, or an up-

(Continued on page 124)
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for Sportsmen

Bass FISHING
by Jim Gasque

Specific instruction, shrewd
advice on where, when, how
to catch fresh-water bass. Il-
lustrations of fly-rods, cast-
ing lures, lurge- and small-
mouth bass. Photographs of
bass waters, methods of cast-
. Ing, boating, and playing the
2 fish. £5.00

Woobcocxk
by John Alden Knight
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The authoritative book for
sportsmen and nature lovers.
Spleed with anecdotes, re-
plete with practical Informa=
| - tion, Hiustrated with 17 pho-
9 e S tographs and 5 color plates Ly
[ T Dr. Edgar Burke. £4.00

JUST FISHING
by Ray Bergman

The hest single volume on
when, where, and how to fish
for trout, bass, lake trout,
wall-eyed pike, plckerel,
perch, bullheads, and many
others. 11 plates In color, 24
drawings, 6 pages of flles
T and lures. $5.00
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Airports
{Continued from page 31)

hilland upwind take-off. Which to choose?

There is no rule of thumb for all con-
ditions; both the steepness of the slope
and the strength and direction of the
wind must be considered. Ordinarily,
however, I am very skeptical of any up-
hill take-off or downhill landing unless
there is unlimited space or a very strong
favorable wind.

A spot that's O.K. for a landing may
not be too good for a take-off. Suppose
you land uphill into a strong wind—the
best possible condition. When you leave,
unless the wind changes you will be faced
with either an uphill or a downwind
take-off, neither of which is advisable.
One airport in the Andes Mountains,
which I used to visit regularly, was lo-
cated at the mouth of a deep canyon,
8,000 feet above sea level. In the morning
the wind blew strongly downhill, This
was fine for landing, but usually we had
to wait until about 10 o’clock, when the
wind subsided, before we could make a
safe downhill take-off.

Thus, owing to differences in wind con-
ditions, there may be days when your pet
landing speots may be used safely and
other days when different winds render
them unusable. And there are some
areas, wide and clear, that may always be
dangerous. Always avoid a field with a
bad dip in the center; a ridge in the
middle is not nearly so bad.

I recall one occasion when we'd been
in the air for several hours over hilly
country, and my companion wanted to
land for a rest. Selecting a spot, I glided
in and noticed, too late, that the field was
deeply cup-shaped. On the take-off we

A pipe he’ll treasure for

Any man who knows a fine pipe when he sees
it will be delighted to receive a Sterling Hall
.+« For here is a pipe that has won wide rec-
ognition for its smoking qualities as well as
for its aristocratic appearance.

facture. And details such as bowl angle, selec-

its fine smoking qualities

Only selected marterials go into its manu-

acquired speed quickly on the downhill
run, but just as we got flying speed we
reached the upslope, with a grade that
was about as steep as our rate of climb.
We were headed straight for a farm-
house which stood on the lowest point on

tion of grain, depth and pirch of bore are all
painstakingly checked to assure perfect pipe
craftsmanship.

At better shops in a full range of hand-
some models—with an inlaid sterling silver
band. $3.50 individually boxed

A Boox oN
Ducx SHOOTING

by Van Campen Heilner

. i 1 Every phase of waterfowling
ﬁ“[ﬂlﬁlﬁﬂ“nu in North America, Deserip-

Vs : tlons and  drawings of 58
b K common  waterfowl, sections
w i | on flight speeds, flyways,

decoys, boats, blinds, duck

ﬁ—‘x‘ﬁ, * clubs, Palntings, drawings,
|t | 236 photog, G maps. $7.50

Upranp

Gamve SmooTING
by H. L. Betten

A complete gulde for the up-
lund  hunter anywhere in
America, Chapters on  guns
and loads, dogs, and cooking
game, 8 full-color paintings
and 28 drawings. £5.00

R
FRESH-WATER BASS by Ray Bergman  $5.00
RAISING GAME BIRDS

the ridge.

The farmer, his wife, and about nine
children, lined up according to size, were
standing out in front to watech our take-
off, Over the top of the engine cowling I
saw them turn and run for cover behind
the house. I pulled the stick back, and
we lifted just enough to miss the clothes-
line by a wish. Then I had to feed in right
rudder to miss the barn.

We picked up plenty of speed going
down the valley on the other side and
flew safely out, but I noticed my com-
panion craning out the window to see if
there was any laundry on our landing
gear,

Such an experience proves the value of
carefully inspecting a strange field by
making a complete circle around it. You
may discover wires and other obstrue-
| tions otherwise invisible. If you have not
|landed there before it is conservative

practice to fly over it at about ten feet to
inspect the surface closely, This is known
as “dragging” the field.

Briarcraft, Inc., 347 Fifth Avenue, New York 16, N. Y.
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STEALING
UP ON ‘EM!

hy:Havags Jritchait 35,00 Wheel landings are often better than LIGHT | I
TROE T Hay Betagian $0:00 three-pointers. In a three-point landing | coOMPACT :‘r:)lzm]f:m:f{cnim;:ngxs:he;f 3::
O'LY ant. Paul A, Curtis ss.00 | | the nose comes up and cuts off straight- | ,o a5 ' M LeJay ELECTRIC FISHING
SALT WATER FISHING ahead vision just before you touch the | MOTOR—and YOU just glory
by Van Campen Hellner 5.00 ground, vhereas iin a wheel landing this SPEED, in it! With both hands free,
NIP AND TUGK by Ray P, Holland $4.50 vision is retained past the point of ground STURDY. variable speed regulated and

Euch volume lavishly Hlustrated with color plates,
drawings, or photos. Send for handsome iHustrated
circular fully deseribing these books, free on request,

ALFRED - A:-KNOPF

Publisher « 501 Madison Ave,, N, Y. 22

contact and you can see any unexpected
ohstacles. Also, in tail-up position it is
much easier and safer to give it the gun
and fly out at the last minute, if you
don't like the looks of things.

Most of the time the wind will be
neither head nor tail but quartering
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radius adjusted—what do you
care? Learn more about this
wonderful ELECTRIC FISH-
ING MOTOR, Write us now.

LEJAY MFG. CO.

2593 LEJAY BUILDING
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESCTA




A new Chippewa Super-Jac Shirt
—that he'll enjoy more than any-
thing else you could give him.

Fon Wom: -
A regular Jac-Shire that she'll find

so comfortable and usable for
picnics and outings.

Forn Scater -

A real Chippewa Shirt with tails
for hanging out (so she can let
Dad’s alone).

Fon Brother -

An Arctic or Cub reversible
pirka to wear to school.

See Your Local Q:edler M

Chippewa Falls Woolen Mill Company
CHIPPEWA FALLS + WISCONSIN
SHIRTS » STAGS * PARKAS « COATS » PANT;

CHIPPEWA

from one side or the other, sometimes a |
square crosswind. Crosswind landings |
and take-offs are not difficult when proper |
correction is made. The objeect is to land
the ship while going straight ahead with
no side drift over the ground. If you hit
the ground while drifting a poor landing |
will result and the ship will be difficult to
control.

This correction in the glide is easily
made by putting the upwind wing down
gradually until you see all drift has
stopped. The plane is easily straightened
out just before hitting the ground. On |
the ground the ship will tend to “weather- |
cock” into the wind but giving it a little
downwind rudder, perhaps a little brake,
too, will keep it straight.

Crosswind take-offs require the re-
verse of this technigque and are simpler.
Mastery of crosswind conditions is neces-
sary if you expect to use a lot of poorly
located flelds and it is a good idea to
practice this around the home airport.

Obstructions, such as tall trees at the
end of the landing strip, are another
hazard. It is easier to descend over these
when landing than to elimb out over them
when taking off. Two simple maneuvers
—the forward slip and the side slip—en-
able you to descend quickly over obstruc-
tions with no inecrease in speed and to
land safely, but there is no shorteut for
gaining altitude on take-off. Slips are |
easy to do and can be taught in twenty
minutes by a competent flight instructor.

Never attempt a landing until you have
first ascertained the wind direction. At
airports this is shown by a wind sock or
wind T, but in backwoods spots you will
have to judge by the way the trees bend
or the leaves flutter, by the direction of
smoke, road dust, drifting snow, or other
sign. Cloud shadows usually are reliable
wind-direction indicators, although winds
at altitudes often differ from surface
winds to some extent.

Before leaving on a trip be sure you
have checked the weather prospects. It
is an easy thing to do at any fair-size
airport. It doesn’t cost a thing and it's
always a good idea to listen carefully
to what the forecaster has to say be-
fore you take off.

Once you are used to this “barnstorm-
ing” sort of flying, you'll find it great |
sport and much more interesting than
landing at a regular airport. As for ob-
jections by property owners about your
landing, hunting, or fishing on their prop-
erty, it's surprising how a free plane ride
will “fix things up” so that you'll be a wel-
come guest ever after!

NEXT MONTH: A wveteran sports-
man fiyer will tale youw with him in a
light plane to a remote lake in the
north country where there is fishing
of a kind rarely found.

Michigan’s Share Largest

ICHIGAN'S latest grant from Pitt-

man-Robertson funds—the money
accumulated through federal taxes on
sporting arms and ammunition and ap-
portioned to the states on the basis of
area and game-license purchases—was
$51,202, the highest of any state. Texas
came second, with New York, Pennsyl-
vania, and California following in that
order,

This latest grant will swell Michigan’s
receipts under the Pittman-Robertson
Act to $617,109. Fifteen game areas, em-
bracing about 55,000 acres, have already
been acquired in southern counties.
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ARMY SURPLUS
“Alaskan Model”

SNOWSHOES

SIZES 10x56—10x58

$15.00 Value

% A-1 Condition . . Made for the
Army, so they have the finest
quality rawhide lacing & frames.
Made by nationally known firms.

Q%

$1.49

4 B-Condition—Same quality os above.
% Snow Shoe Bindi
Dept. J—Prices F.O.B. Seattle

SPORTING GOODS CO.

First and Madison xSeattle 4,Washington

Yow- POSITIVE,
WATERPROOFING|

HERE itis SPORTSMEN! SOI.D]'N'H .
V-110—the positive waterproofer. = T
Apply to tents, tarps, tanks, tubs, min-’ i =
now buckets, haversacks, etc. Enjoy
snug, dry tents positively waterproofed with
SOLDIN] V-llﬂ Get 2{)51[1\!2 protection for valu-
able equipment from the ravages of moisture, rot
and mildew. Easy to apply! Quick to dry!
A PRODUCT OF Call for SOLDINE V-ONE- ONE-_O
Tropical-jungle-proved to with-
nl.nl" stand ?20 lbs. of water pressure
CORFORATION Ouﬁ'&?ﬂﬂﬂit‘” LWISE « o o
MANUFACTURING B SINTZE “vret SOLDINE
CHEMIS CO., Box 869-O, Evanston, IlL

As formulo!ed to protect precious war

materials for Army, Navy and Marine Corps

WORLD’S BEST KNIFE
HAND MADE AND HAND TEMPERED, _d.‘f;;‘ BLADE

$8.00, WITH SCABBARD—&14'" BLADE $10.00, WITH
SCABBARD. Money refunded immediately if not satisfied.

EAGLE MFG. CO. Box 243

fUN FOR EVER 0y

N

A NEW GAME SENSATION
IT'S A RIOT OF FUN

FOR EVERYONE :ﬁﬁ

Action! Excitement! Thrills and fun galore with
PARLOR PONIES — the new party gome that's
sweeping the country. One to 25 people can
play. Action is fast from start to finish. In-
cludes 12 x 24 inch race track, cords, horses,

token money and mutual tickets. Money back
guarantee. Immediate delivery. szoo
Order now. Postpaid ........cccvvuan

RICHARD INDUSTRIES
1644 BURNHAM BLDG CHICAGO, ILL.




